
Survey 2001 - Purpose Page 1 of 3

http://www.statbel.fgov.be/census/utility_en.htm 20/2/2002

Survey 2001 - Purpose

Satisfy customers

This survey is organized to provide information that is useful to many "customers". The preconceived goals 
of the Government Policy Statement of 14 July 1999 can be reached, on the level of social economy 
integration, large cities policy and administrative simplification as well as on the level of the quality of 
scientific work that enforces political decisions. "Customers" are among others:

Government authorities on all power levels
Federal, regional as well as municipal authorities are buyers of the results of the general socio-economic 
survey. These results form a guideline for giving priorities and for making decisions on the management of 
infrastructure, the granting of budget funds, etc.

International institutions
In international law the general socio-economic survey 2001 is the subject of an "Agreement on the 
guidelines for the programming of population and housing censuses in 2001". This agreement is not 
obligatory from a judicial point of view but it is an official and combined recommendation of Community and 
national authorities.

The scientific world
The information collected through the General socio-economic survey makes up a database, unequalled for 
research. It constitutes the basic material for statistic analyses and studies on demographic, social and 
occupational characteristics of the population and of the housing environment and mobility. Specialists from 
universities have systematically exploited data from the census of 1991, which led to the publication of a
series of monographs, developed up in collaboration with Statistics Belgium and financed by the OSTC.

Large and small enterprises and private persons
A whole series of private enterprises are interested in the socio-economic and occupational characteristics 
of the population of a certain region and in the characteristics of its housing. Knowledge of all these aspects 
is an important asset for this companies in the choice of new locations and the description of target groups. 
What locations are concerned, this can go from a car-wash to a recently graduated doctor or lawyer who 
wants to set up a practice in an area where his/her occupation is not well represented. Such requests for 
information are so detailed geographically that only an exhaustive survey provides reliable answers.
Statistics Belgium annually receives about 1.500 (or 6 per working day) specific questions for data 
exploitation on the request of private persons.

Provide lacking information

Without a survey of this nature most of the requests for data could not be provided for. Most data which have 
to be issued to international institutions (as determined in the agreement among Community and national 
authorities of the European Union) cannot be delivered without the organization of such a survey because 
they cannot be retrieved from existing data sources. It concerns:

All statistical data on housing
The European agreement especially refers to information on housing. No reliable information about that field 
can be found in existing files. The data of the Land Registry Office cannot be used because they are made 
up per owner and per cadastral division, while the Survey 2001 examines the characteristics of the houses 
by interviewing the occupants. Furthermore, the Land Registry Office is often unaware of changes in the 
purpose of buildings.
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Statistical information on the workplace
The data in the registers of the social security are made up for the company's seat of the interviewee and 
give insufficient information about the actual workplace. The actual workplace could be available through the 
databases of the social security if an adaptation would be made for the statistical part that firms have to fill 
in each year on the papers of the social security.

Statistical information on the level of education
A certain amount of information about the education followed can be drawn from the files of the 
Communities, universities and colleges. As these data are annually deleted, the structure of the population 
on the educational level cannot be deducted.

On the other hand the organization of such a survey is indispensable to meet the national request for 
information on:

Mobility
Taking into account the economic structure and size of the country and the extent of daily commuting to 
Brussels, the information on commuting between home and office or home and school is of vital importance 
for government policy in Belgium. Such permanent and detailed information is retrieved from classic 
censuses; in turn, the Survey 2001 will collect this information for the whole population.

Fertility
Data in the Central Population Register contain the number of children in a household, but offer no precise 
insight into the total number of children per woman (there is no information on the number of children that 
has left the household).

Results on the desired geographical level

The European agreement determines that the collection method has to respect the principles of universality, 
exhaustiveness (completeness) and simultaneity (contemporaneity), and that certain results also have to be 
provided onto the municipality level (NUTS 5). A methodological study has shown that at least 25% of the 
population has to be interviewed to be able to provide reliable data at this level.

Other users - such as policy-making officials, scientific researchers, companies and civilians - are also 
interested in results that concern smaller geographical units, like for instance statistical sectors (which 
more or less correspond with neighborhoods). Valuable data on that geographical level can only be provided 
by means of a study that includes the whole of the population.

Example: the metropolitan policy

This general survey is an irreplaceable instrument for metropolitan policy because of the nature of the 
information and the geographical scale (statistical sectors or neighbourhood) on which various data are 
available. The cartography and the analysis of data on the level of housing, mobility or place of employment - 
to name only those three - largely determine the policy of local and regional authorities.

Much supplementary studies that make frequent use of data (on the level of the statistical sectors) collected 
at previous censuses are used in the Flemish Region, among other things, to corroborate and direct the 
allocation of funds, used for the implementation of local and regional policy guidelines (for instance the 
"Sociaal Impulsfonds"). Moreover, local authorities use the census data to soundly delimit the urban policy. 
The size of cities like Ghent and Antwerp necessitates the division in neighbourhoods or statistical sectors. 
Each neighbourhood has its own characteristics and consequently also its own problems.

In the Brussels Capital Region, an urban region, a similar survey is used to drawn up strategic documents, 
such as the regional or the municipality development plans. The delimiting of the intervention perimeter in 
the framework of the European intervention programme "Objective II" would undoubtedly be less reliable 
without the census data.
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In the Walloon Region the data collected through the censuses also determine political guidelines for 
regional destination plans as well as for local an regional strategic plans (such as the "Development scheme 
of Regional Space" or the delimiting of privileged initiative areas).

All these factors show that a similar survey is necessary and enriching for global policy making on the level 
of environmental planning, housing or economic and social actions in urban environments.
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