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What is the Census? 

  

l The census is a detailed stocktake of everybody who will be in the country 
on the night of Sunday April 28th. On this night everybody's details will be 
entered on a Census Form. The census counts everybody so that we know 
how many people are in the country and we can analyse any changes that 
have occurred since the previous population counts.  
 

l As well as being able to establish our population size, a number of 
different questions relating to households and individuals are asked in the 
census.  
This allows us to find out things such as how people get to work, what sort 
of accommodation we live in, how many people are in each occupation 
group and lots more. Looking at the questions asked on the Census Form 
will give you an idea of what we will be able to tell when the results are 
published.  
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When is the Census? 

 
l The census will take place on the night of Sunday 28th of April 2002. 

On this night everybody who is in the state will be included in a 
Census Form, including people who are staying temporarily in a 
household, persons in communal establishments and persons on board 
vessels.  

l The forms are delivered during the month prior to Census Day and will 
be collected in the month following the census.  

 



 
The forms are delivered and collected 
by Census Enumerators who will 
carry official identification and will be 
happy to assist you with any difficulties 
you may have.  

  

 
All Census Enumerators will carry 

ID cards as illustrated above 

 
Publication of results: The preliminary results of the 2002 Census will be 
published within 3 months of Census Day. All results of the 2002 Census will be 
made available within two years of Census Day. 
 
The 2002 Census is the first census of the new millennium!  
Commencing with 1841, censuses were held every ten years up to and including 
1911. The ten year cycle was resumed with the 1926, 1936 and 1946 censuses. 
 
Commencing with 1951 censuses have been held every five years. This five-
year periodicity was broken in 1976 with the cancellation of the census planned 
for that year due to budgetary cutbacks. A census containing 6 questions was 
held in 1979.  
The five-year periodicity was again broken when the 2001 Census was 
postponed until 2002 because of the foot and mouth disease situation at that 
time. 
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Predictions  

The 2002 population is likely to be the highest since 1871.  The CSO 
estimated the population to be 3.84 million in April 2001. With births exceeding 
deaths by about 20,000 each year and with net inward migration over the past 
number of years the population for April 2002 could be as high as 3.9 million. 
The last occasion when the population exceeded 3.8 million was 1881 when the 
recorded population for that year was 3.87 million. 

Back to top 

New Questions! 
 
A census pilot test was carried out in September 1999. Based on the findings of 
this test and following a Government decision a number of new questions were 
added to the 2002 Census. These are illustrated below.  

  
New questions for Census 2002

l PC ownership and access to 
the Internet  

l Nationality  

l Membership of the Irish 
Traveller Community  

l Disability (2 questions)  

l Time of leaving home to go to 
work, school or college and 
time taken  

l Third level qualifications held  

l Providing regular unpaid help 
for a friend or a family 
member  

l Labour market participation 
according to International 
Labour Office 
recommendations  

l Census 2002 also includes 
questions on housing.  

An explanation as to why we ask a 
particular question as well as tables 

that illustrate what we use the answers 
for can be found in the 

Step by Step through the Census 



Form. 
  

Irish censuses are generally held in years ending in "1" and "6". Mid-decade 
censuses (i.e. those ending in "6") cover questions relating to individuals only 
while censuses held in years ending in "1" (including the 2002 Census) cover 
housing characteristics in addition to personal questions.  

In addition a limited number of questions are asked of persons who are usually 
resident in the household but who are absent on Census Night. 
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Confidentiality 
l Information provided is confidential   

l All information collected in the census will be treated as strictly 
confidential by the CSO and will be used only for statistical 
purposes.   

l The names of individuals will not be entered onto any computer 
database.   

l No other Government Department or Agency will have access to 
identifiable information relating to individuals or households.    

l The confidentiality of all information collected by the CSO from 
individuals, households or business is guaranteed by law.   

l The CSO operates as a "one way street" in the sense that 
identifiable data comes in but does not leave the Office.   

l The need for confidentiality is stressed in the training of CSO 
headquarters and field staff.  

l The penalty for any breaches by staff can be as high as €25,000. 
All staff are made fully aware of their legal obligations in this 
respect.  

l The CSO is justifiably proud of its unblemished record in 
protecting the confidentiality of data. It is one of our top priorities 
to maintain this record.  
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Importance of the Census 

  

l Census 2002 will give a comprehensive picture of the social and 
living conditions of our people at the start of the 21st century. Only 
a census can provide such complete detail. The census is not, however, an 
end in itself! Rather the results are essential tools for effective policy, 
planning and decision making purposes.  

l Ireland has been conducting Censuses of Population since 1841.  
This enables us to track developments over a long period with 
considerable accuracy. The census is therefore a fundamental part of our 
national heritage and collective knowledge.  

l At national level current population statistics are essential for planning 



the provision of health care, education, employment, etc.  
Regional figures are critical for determining regional policy and for the 
operation of regional authorities (e.g. Health Boards).  

l The greatest strength of the census is the provision of detailed 
population figures at local level. These help to identify likely 
demand for schools and hospitals, areas of relatively high 
unemployment, the best location for new shops, etc.  

l Article 16.2 of the Constitution (Bunreacht na hÉireann) lays down that 
the total membership of Dáil Eireann depends on the population as 
measured by the census (i.e. 1 TD per 20,000 to 30,000 persons). 
Constituency reviews normally take place once the definitive 
results of the census have been published.  

l The census is also the only means of accurately measuring the 
exact extent of migration. By comparing the results of successive 
censuses, and taking account of the number of births and deaths that 
have occurred over the same period, we get an accurate measure of net 
migration (the difference between inward and outward migration). In the 
five-year period ending April 2001 the CSO estimated that net 
immigration was approximately 103,000. This represents the difference 
between 224,000 who came into the country and 121,000 people who left 
the country. As the composition of these two flows differs significantly (i.e. 
young people mainly leaving and older persons, often with families, 
generally returning) the extent of migration significantly affects both the 
level and structure of the population. Because of this, trends in Irish 
population tend to be volatile. This is one of the reasons why censuses are 
carried out every 5 years.  
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Who Conducts the Census? 
The Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
is conducting the census  as usual.  

The CSO is an independent Office 
established in 1949. It operates under 
the aegis of the Department of the 
Taoiseach to guarantee its statistical 
independence and the confidentiality of 
the data it collects. 

 
Office at CSO Swords, Co Dublin 

 
Click here for PDF of the Statistics Act  

on CSO's website  

Statistics Act 1993 
The independence of the Office and 
data confidentiality were reinforced by 
the Statistics Act, 1993 which 
constituted the CSO as a statutory 
body in the Civil Service. The public can 
therefore rest assured that the 
information they provide will be 
treated as strictly confidential by 
the CSO. It will only be used for 
statistical purposes, and the results 
will be prepared and disseminated in a 
fair and impartial manner. 
The legal basis for taking the Census is 
the Statistics (Census of Population) 
Order, 2001 which was made under the 
Statistics Act, 1993. Under Section 26 



of the Statistics Act, 1993 you are 
obliged by law to complete a Census 
Form. 

Work involved 

 
Working at CSO Swords, Co Dublin 

 
The Census is a major undertaking for 
the CSO. It is the largest and most 
exacting statistical operation organised 
by the CSO. More about exactly 
what is involved can be found on 
the 'Work involved' page.
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Historical Perspective 

1841 
l The first major census, using a 

household form, was the so-
called Great Census of 1841.  

l Censuses were subsequently 
taken at 10 year intervals up to 
1911.   

1911 

1926 
l The first census following the 

formation of the State was 
undertaken in 1926.  

l This was followed by censuses in 
1936 and 1946.  1936-46 

1951 
l Commencing with 1951,  

censuses have been undertaken 
at five yearly intervals.  

l The census planned for 1976 
was cancelled at a late stage as 
a Government economy measure. 

1976 

1979 

l However, the need for up-to-date 
population figures resulted in a  
census being specially 
undertaken in 1979 with a 
restricted number of questions.  

l This was followed by a full 
census in 1981.  

l 2 censuses 24 months apart 
should merit a mention for 
Ireland in the Guinness Book of 
Records!  

1981 

1996 
l The most recent census was 

carried out in 1996. 

l The 2002 Census was 
originally due to take place 
during April 2001. However the 
2001 Census was postponed until 
2002 due to the foot and mouth 

2002 
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Access to old Census Records 
Old census returns are valuable historical and genealogical records. 
Unfortunately, the returns for 1813, 1821, 1831, 1841 and 1851 censuses were 
destroyed when the Custom House was burned in 1922. 

  

The 1861 and 1871 census returns 
were deliberately destroyed.  
The 1881 and 1891 census returns 
were pulped because of the paper 
shortages during the 1914-18 War. Of 
the pre-Independence censuses only 
the 1901 and 1911 census returns 
remain intact today. 

 
Some of the 1911 Census books 

at CSO. 

 
 

Hand written Census Record from 
1926 

The 1901 and 1911 censuses were 
undertaken under legislation which 
made no provision for the 
confidentiality of the information 
recorded on them. These were made 
available as public records in 1961 via 
a warrant made by the Minister for 
Justice under the Public Records 
(Ireland) Act, 1867. They are the most 
frequently used records in the National 
Archives mainly for genealogical 
research. 

Visit the National Archives site: 
www.nationalarchives.ie/censusrtns.html 

The extensive use of the 1901 and 1911 census records and the public 
acceptability of their availability after 50-60 years prompted the inclusion of a 
provision in the Statistics Act, 1993 which allows census returns to be made 
available as public records 100 years after the relevant census. This means that 
the 1926 census records will be open to the public by the National Archives in 
the year 2026. By that time almost all of the persons covered in the 1926 
census will be deceased. Although there was demand for a shorter period it was 
considered that 100 years was necessary to comply with the spirit of 
confidentiality promised to respondents.  
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