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1. Population censuses in Latvia have a rich and famous history and traditions. The first
census was conducted in 1863 in only one part of Latvia, Kurzeme, but the next census in 1867
covered the towns of another part of the country - Vidzeme. The widest population census in Latvia
in the 19th century covering both Kurzeme and Vidzeme was taken in 1881. The first population
census that covered Latvia as a whole, took place in 1897.

2. Since the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia in the period between World War I and
World War II, four population censuses have been conducted: in 1920, 1925, 1930 and 1935.

3. After the Second World War, 4 population censuses were carried out in Latvia: in 1959,
1970, 1979, and 1989. In contrast to all previous censuses, the questionnaire of the 1989 Population
Census contained seven questions about living conditions of the resident population. The
programmes of the Soviet period population censuses contained most of the questions,
recommended by the United Nations and other international organisations and authorities. The
household concept was not applied to our previous population censuses, but the concept of family
(slightly differing from the international conception) was used instead. As a result, we encounter
continuous problems in data comparisons concerning economic characteristics of the population
such as sources of livelihood, social groups, employment, occupation, living conditions of the
population, etc.

4. Now we have the decision of the Government of Latvia on the next Census of Population
and Housing. The above mentioned decision accepted the date of the Census - 1st January of the
year 2000. It also defines tasks for various ministries and other governmental offices. According to
this decision, the Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia is appointed as main responsible organisation
for the preparation, conduct and implementation of Census-2000.

5. The next Population and Housing Census in Latvia will not be organised in the traditional
manner like our previous censuses. At the next 2000 Population Census we plan to obtain data on
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the population mainly on the basis of information, accumulated in different registers. This means
that we shall use de-jure approach in our next Census-2000 like all other countries including the
Nordic countries (EU members) that use different registers for obtaining census-type statistical data.

6. We shall have a possibility to get rather wide information about each permanent resident of
Latvia from the Population Register under the Ministry of Interior Affairs that is the main
administrative source intended to be used in our forthcoming census. The register information
includes personal identification number (PIN), the date and place of birth, sex, ethnic nationality,
citizenship, language used, marital status, etc.
The full programme of the 2000 Census of Population and Housing in Latvia with indication of the
sources of information is given in annex 1.

7. We have made a rather detailed analysis of the validity of Population Register data for the
Census-2000 needs. Some examples and comparisons are shown below in tables 1 and 2. We have
made conclusions on the basis of analysis that information on persons drawn from the Population
Register Centre would be sufficiently precise for its use in Census-2000. The differences could
partly be explained by a different methodology in our previous census and in the establishing of the
Population Register.
During 1999 staff of the Population Register Centre will take essential and broad measures for the
improvement of data quality, especially in the geographical distribution of the population.

Table 1:
Comparison between Population Register data and CSB calculations concerning sex and age

structure of population

Age CSB data Population Register data Difference, %%

group Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females
All ages

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 x x x
0-4 4.4 4.9 4.0 5.6 6.3 5.1 -1.2 -1.4 -1.1
5-9 6.9 7.7 6.3 7.6 8.5 6.9 -0.7 -0.8 -0.6
10-14 7.9 8.7 7.2 7.0 7.8 6.3 0.9 0.9 0.9
15-19 6.9 7.5 6.3 6.5 7.3 5.9 0.4 0.2 0.4
20-24 6.6 7.3 6.1 6.6 7.2 6.1 0.0 0.1 0.0
25-29 7.2 8.0 6.5 6.4 6.8 6.0 0.8 1.2 0.5
30-34 7.0 7.7 6.5 7.3 7.7 6.9 -0.3 0.0 -0.4
35-39 7.7 8.2 7.3 7.1 7.4 6.8 0.6 0.8 0.5
40-44 7.0 7.3 6.8 6.5 6.7 6.4 0.5 0.6 0.4
45-49 6.5 6.6 6.4 5.7 5.8 5.7 0.8 0.8 0.7
50-54 5.4 5.3 5.5 6.7 6.7 6.7 -1.3 -1.4 -1.2
55-59 6.5 6.1 6.8 6.5 6.3 6.7 0.0 -0.2 0.1
60-64 5.6 5.0 6.1 6.0 5.7 6.3 -0.4 -0.7 -0.2
65-69 5.2 4.4 5.9 5.3 4.2 6.3 -0.1 0.2 -0.4
70+ 9.1 5.4 12.3 9.2 5.8 12.1 -0.1 -0.4 0.2

Table 2:
Comparison between Population Register data and CSB calculations concerning the ethnic

composition of population,
1 January 1998

Ethnic nationality CSB data Population Register
data

Difference, %%
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All nationalities 100.0 100.0 x
Latvians 55.5 57.1 +1.6
Russians 32.4 30.0 -2.4
Belarussians 3.9 4.2 +0.3
Ukrainians 2.9 2.7 -0.2
Poles 2.2 2.5 +0.3
Lithuanians 1.3 1.4 +0.1
Gypsies 0.3 0.3 0
Other 1.5 1.8 +0.3

8. We plan to obtain data on the place of work and occupation from the State Tax Register of
the Ministry of Finance and from the Business Register that is run by the Central Statistical Bureau
of Latvia. In that way we shall get the distribution of population by branches of economy. We hope
to obtain housing census data fully or partly from the Register of Buildings and Dwellings that is
currently being formed.

9. The CSB has its own individual data files on vital events and migration of the population.
We definitely have to use this information for updating the Population Register data according to
the status on the census day. This exercise was performed in our first Pilot Census-1997 that was
carried out in two small towns and two rural municipalities covering about 5000 inhabitants.
Persons who were born or registered in the given territory before the Pilot Census date were added
to the file but persons who had died or checked out of the territory before that date were deleted
when the Pilot Census data input began.

10. However, in addition to administrative data sources we will use census questionnaires and
ask people to answer questions for which data are not available in the above mentioned registers.
The data collection methods mail-out, mail-back, drop-off and collect-back will be used.

11. Since our previous Work Session we have reached some progress in the preparation of our
Population Census 2000: we have acquired knowledge about the use of Geographic Information
Systems and automatic coding of branches and occupations in a population census (experience of
the NSI of  Finland, Israel, Greece); we took part in ECE and Eurostat meetings on Population and
Housing Censuses; our representatives participated in a  number of training meetings and sessions
organised with the financial assistance of ECE and FPA; we also participated in the traditional
Fourth Census Seminar of the Baltic States held in Lithuania, etc.

12. We have made a number of useful conclusions and gained experience from the activities
carried out during the past few years and we are going to use this experience to improve our
General Census method and organisation as well as the questionnaires and data processing
technology.

- It is necessary that the Parliament of Latvia should adopt a special Census Act that
would include obligations to give information for the Census and define activities on the
protection of individual data as well as set out tasks for governmental organisations,
- We have to carry out the 2nd Pilot Census in some of the areas (streets or blocks) of the
capital city Riga and some other largest cities of Latvia,
- The necessary computerised dictionaries, manuals for the census personnel, proposals
for the advertising campaign, etc., will be prepared,
- Evidently data entry and data processing at the next Population Census will be
performed on a different technical equipment and software in comparison with the 1989
Census. Choice and purchase of those are a new and serious problem for us.

*****
13. But then we have to solve these problems ourselves. At the same time we hope to receive
consultations and assistance from specialists of the developed European countries and international
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organisations.  Undeniably there has been progress in computer technology opening for us new
possibilities in data processing and decreasing expenses for this operation.  Despite of the very
scanty financial resources available for Census-2000 we will ensure data collection, processing and
publishing of the main demographic, economic, family and housing characteristics of the
population necessary for the most important needs of our society, scientists, governmental
institutions and international organisations.



5

Annex 1

Programme of the 2000 Population and Housing Census in LATVIA
 (* Core topics according to ECE and Eurostat Recommendations for the 2000 Censuses of

Population and Housing in the ECE Region)

Topics Source of data

  I Geographic characteristics of persons

*1 Place of usual residence Population Register (PR)
*2 Place of usual residence one year prior to the

census
PR or person

 II Demographic characteristics of persons

*3 Sex PR
*4 Age PR
*5 Legal marital status PR
*6 Country/place of birth PR
*7 Country of citizenship PR
 8 Ethnic group PR
9 Language Person

10 Total number of children born alive Person
11 Date of current marriage of ever-married women PR

III Economic characteristics of persons

*12 Current activity status Person (or Tax Register and
Unemployment Register)

*13 Time usually worked Person
*14 Occupation Person (or Tax Register)
*15 Industry (branch of economic activity) Person (or Tax Register and

Business Register of CSB)
*16 Status in employment Person
 17 Main source of livelihood Person

*18 Place of work Person (or Tax Register)

 IV Educational characteristics of persons

*19 Educational attainment Person

Topics Source of data

 V Household and family characteristics of
persons

*20 Relationship to reference person of private
household

Person

 VI Characteristics of private households

*21 Tenure status of households Person

VII Characteristics of housing units and other
living quarters
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*22 Type of living quarters Person
*23 Type of ownership Person (or Register of Real Estate)
*24 Location of living quarters - " -
*25 Occupancy status - " -
*26 Number of occupants Person or PR
*27 Number of rooms Person (or Register of Real Estate)
*28 Kitchen - " -

29 Equipment of living quarters
* - Water supply system - " -
* - Toilet facilities - " -
* - Bathing facilities - " -
* - Type of heating - " -

- Electricity - " -
- Piped gas - " -
- Hot water - " -
- Type of sewage disposal system - " -

 30 Useful and living floor space - " -

VIII Characteristics of buildings containing
dwellings

*31 Type of building Person (or Register of Real Estate)
*32 Period of construction - " -
 33 Material of which outer walls of the building are

constructed
- " -

-----


