
CENSUS OF POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND DWELLINGS IN 2002

1. CENSUSES OF POPULATION IN YUGOSLAVIA

Censuses of population are regularly carried out every ten years. The previous three

censuses were accomplished in 1971, 1981 and 1991. The exception was made with the census that

was programmed for the year 2001, due to a very difficult financial situation in the country, so the

realization of the census was postponed for 2002. In order to avoid the excessive costs it has been

decided to use the forms that were prepared for 2001 census.

2. CENSUS SCHEDULE

The census data will be collected as of 31.03.2002 at 24:00 hours. This means that all

persons who are alive at that moment will be enumerated, while the persons who passed away

before that moment will not be enumerated. Similarly, all children born before 31.03.2002 at 24:00

hours will be covered by the census, contrary to children born after that moment. The fieldwork will

be carried out in the period from 1
st
 to 1

5th
 April 2002.

3. CENSUS COVERAGE

The census will cover:

- Population (permanent residents of FRY and foreign persons residing in FR Yugoslavia).

The census will also cover all refugees from former SFRY republics and internally displaced

persons from Kosovo and Metohija, regardless of whether they have acquired the FRY citizenship

or not.

- Households (including family households, single-one person households and the so-

called collective households).

In case of the households in possession of land or those engaged in agricultural production,

data on the area of land that is possessed and cultivated, and the major types of agricultural

production are collected separately.

- Dwellings (including all occupied and unoccupied flats, flats intended for rest and

recreation, occupied business premises as well as the space occupied out of need).

4. UTILISATION OF THE CENSUS DATA

 On the basis of census results some fundamental information on population of one country

are obtained, as well as the level of development in numerous sectors of social life. Consequently,

the census data represent an inexhaustible source of information about geographical distribution of

population, size of individual settlements, municipalities, regions etc. From successive censuses it is

possible to monitor the population movement and changes in space and time, as well as the

development of all settlements and broader areas of the country, which is one of the prerequisites

for planning the further development.

4.1.  Data on population provide the insight into:

a) age and gender structure

b) external and internal migrations (including refugees and displaced persons)

c) educational attainment of population

d) national composition of population

e) professional and economic characteristics of population

    (activities of population; employment-unemployment; income sources) etc.



4.2 Data on households provide the insight into the size and structure of the household family

members; the number of individual (family), single and collective households; structure of the

households from the aspect of active and supported family members, number of pensioners and

other members with personal income, etc.

4.3. Data on dwellings indicate the housing conditions of certain categories of population as

well as the quality of the available housing stock. They also show whether these conditions and the

housing standards are improving or deteriorating from year to year; the volume of housing

construction; number of the households with solved accommodation problem  and those with

inadequate accommodation, etc.

4.4.  Data on agricultural holdings and agricultural production will bear a special

importance in the 2002 census of population. The data relate exclusively to individual households

and, based on these data, it is actually possible to discern the economic strength of certain categories

of agricultural holdings; to which extent the further fragmentation of the agricultural holdings has

been stopped; whether the intensity of the agricultural production has increased; the structure of

agricultural production, that is, specialization for certain branches of agricultural production;

whether the small production of goods is still dominant, that is, the number of agricultural holdings

oriented towards market production - all these questions can be answered by using statistical data.

5. ORGANISATION OF THE CENSUS AND THE WAY OF ITS REALISATION

The Law on Census of Population stipulates precisely the tasks of the authorized statistical

offices and other participants in the census. Federal Statistical Office and the statistical offices of

the republics are responsible for the fieldwork. They are obliged to secure the entire census material,

including the census forms, Methodological instructions, Instructions for the enumerators etc.

The authorized statistical offices are also in charge of organization, co-ordination and work of

enumeration boards, organization and training of the enumerator staff, from the instructors on

republic level to enumerators in the field.

Each enumerator will be familiar with the territory on which he/she should enumerate all

persons, households and dwellings in compliance with the Instructions for enumerators, using maps

and descriptions of statistical and enumeration districts.

6. OBLIGATION TO DISCLOSE DATA

According to the Law on Census of Population all persons are obligated to disclose the

requested data to the enumerator. Similarly, the household members are obligated to furnish the data

about the absent household members.

7. PROTECTION OF THE CENSUS DATA

All information collected in census of population are considered as official secret and they
can be used exclusively for statistical purposes. Neither the enumerators nor the other participants

in the census are allowed disclose data gathered from persons and households. In processing and

publication of the census data the individual data such as name and surname of the persons are not

used, but they become anonymous data, absolutely protected from possible abuse. It has never

happened that census data were used for other purposes other than statistical.


