
 

Insee-Eurostat seminar on censuses after 2001 (Paris, november 2000) 189 

 
 
 
 

Publication of the RP1999 (1999 census) databases and detail files :  
objectives and approaches 

  -   
Dalila VIENNE, Insee  

 
 
 
 
 

Publication of local data: the new background 

The decision to make the results of the 1999 census generally available was taken in response to the 
growing demand from organisations in every field, public and private, whose technical and statistical 
data-processing capacity and expertise are now far superior to those they had in the past. 

Public policy assessments and the proliferation of public and private geomarketing studies, to name 
but two of the salient factors, are at the root of the urgent demand for a statistical dimension at all 
geographical levels, from the district to the whole of France, to boost local-authority and business in-
formation systems. 

The census is, of course, a keystone of these information systems, which feed on all sources of more 
targeted thematic material, which are updated more frequently (SIRENE for businesses, and all public 
statistics). 

 

Three objectives 

In response to these developments, INSEE has devised a system for marketing the census results 
which has three main objectives: 

A fine geographical grid 

To suggest a territorial grid of small geographical units, enabling all study territories, whether infra- or 
supra-municipal, to be redrawn - hence the standardisation of IRIS as the land use pattern for the 
general public and of the îlot (street block) for public urban policy. 

Wide distribution 

To distribute the census results as widely as possible, which means: 

 
• reaching a maximum number of potential users; 
• make optimum use of the information capacity of the census, which goes far beyond 

the somewhat restrictive image of the “age pyramid and socio-professional category”. 
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More professional products 

To meet the increasing demand for "database" or "file" products enabling end users to reprocess the 
results using a variety of IT tools. 

 

The main features of the RP1999 product 

A very important standard source of aggregated results 
 

 Dissemination to 
general public 

Dissemination to 
“îlot customers” 

15 indicators Îlots (streetblocks) idem 

150 - 200 "reference" indicators retropolated    
to 1982 and 1990 

Municipalities 
 and above 

idem 

Plus 
700 - 1000 "profile" indicators "retropolated" to 
1990 

IRIS and above 
 

idem 

12000 - 18000 "analysis" indicators on 1999 IRIS and above 
 

îlots and above 

 

Rapid, documented access to all aggregated data on CD-ROM or via the Web 

The product range gives access to this standard set of aggregated data according to four main groups 
of geographical levels: îlots, IRIS, municipalities and cantons, large territories (regions, departments, 
employment areas etc.). 

In 2001, all indicators at municipal level and above will be downloadable from the Internet. 

Detail files widely accessible 

For customers who are professional statisticians: 
• the detail files have been compiled using Beyond 20/20 software so that they can be han-

dled by micro-computers (even with millions of records); 
• detail files not available for sale (to preserve personal anonymity) will be remotely acces-

sible via a "fast tabulation" system. 
 
 Distribution to 

general public 
Distribution to “îlot 

customers” 
Housing unit files IRIS location Ilot location 

Individual and housing unit files 
Zones > 50 000 
 
IRIS and above: 
accessibility via 
fast tabulation 

Zones > 50 000 
 
Ilots and above: 
accessibility via 
fast tabulation 
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A network of intermediaries 

To reach the maximum number of end users, INSEE has revised its policy of distribution via commer-
cial intermediaries (redistributors) or via professional networks (outreach posts, pools etc.) for 
RP1999. 

Fees matched to costs 

a sharp drop in information system maintenance fees: 
• the costs of aggregated census data are at only a tenth of their former level: 

o FRF 360 000 for the entire data stock (FRF 4 million for the 1990 stock); 
o FRF 600 per 750 indicators for all municipalities in a department (municipality 

profiles); FRF 600 per 50 indicators in 1990 (ABCD key figures). 
• the costs of detail files have also been slashed (FRF 21 000 per housing unit file in 

1999; FRF 300 000 in 1990). 

These sharp reductions in fees will, we hope, be offset by a big increase in end users. 

Higher prices for custom-made services as an incentive to use standard products 

 
• The handling fee for custom-made tabulations has increased substantially to 

FRF 1 295 (FRF 540 for the first half-day in 1990). 
• The price of a custom-made selection of variables and/or geographical areas has also 

increased. 

 

A more satisfying service than in 1990 

The future will tell whether we have made the right decisions, but we feel that we made enormous 
progress between 1990 and 1999: 

• the entire stock is now accessible in the form of "off-the-peg" products from IRIS-2000 
(îlots for those entitled to them); 

• detail files are technically and financially far more accessible; 
• availability time lags are far shorter: all geographical levels will be available within a 

few months, whereas the 1990 databases were marketed in 1993 and 1994; 
• identical stocks at all geographical levels, which was far from the case in 1990 (see 

the differences between Iris, ABCD, Fidel etc.); 
• more accessible documentation; 
• far lower costs. 

 


