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Dear colleagues, 

As it was for Mr. Champsaur, it is also a great pleasure for me to welcome you today, on behalf of 
Eurostat, to this seminar on « Censuses beyond 2000 ». 
 
As Mr. Champsaur said, this is the end point of a series of workshops held in 1995 1999 on different 
topics in order to enhance the preparation of the 2000 round of censuses. Such workshops have in-
cluded: 

• Census processing – UK, March 1995 
• Census geography – Austria, June 1995, Switzerland, March 1996 (French) 
• Using administrative data in population and housing censuses – Finland, October    

1995 
• Dissemination of census data – Belgium, December 1995 
• Census 2001: methods and content – Portugal, June 1996 
• Preparation of census field work – Italy, April 1999  

The workshop proceedings have been published jointly by the organising national statistical institutes 
and Eurostat and are available from either of these bodies. Some examples of the workshop reports 
are also on the “exhibition table” of Eurostat. 

While these workshops were restricted to 6 to 8 participating countries, we thought that the final semi-
nar should have a broader audience. So, an open invitation was sent to the EEA countries, applicant 
countries and PHARE countries. I am glad to see, by the number of participants, that the invitation has 
been well received... as is worthy of population and housing censuses, which are still a major statisti-
cal operation at the national level and a unique source of statistical information in many fields of popu-
lation and social policies. I am especially pleased to see so many representatives of applicant coun-
tries and other PHARE countries here. In the enlargement process of the Union, censuses play a cen-
tral role in the adaptation of the national statistical systems to comply with the Community Statistical 
System. 
 

I also want to stress the importance of international comparability of census data. The background 
here is excellent, even if there is still room for improvement. A long tradition of international recom-
mendations by the United Nations, and especially by the ECE in the European region, have clarified 
and harmonized the concepts and definitions of a great number of population and societal variables 
covered by the contents of population and housing censuses. Similarly, census recommendations 
have been a basis for the harmonisation work in the many other related fields of population and social 
statistics 
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Eurostat and the UNECE Statistical Division worked in close cooperation during the preparation of the 
present census recommendations, which have been published as UNECE – Eurostat recommenda-
tions for the 2000 censuses of population and housing in the ECE region. I regard this cooperation as 
fruitful and hope that it can be continued, or even deepened, during the preparations for the next 
round of censuses. 

European Community has had its own Community census programmes from the 1970 round of cen-
suses on. These programmes have aimed further to harmonize census taking and the contents of 
censuses in the EU, and later in the EEA. The programmes for the 1981 and 1991 census rounds 
were based on Council Directives and consisted of a Table Programme defining Community needs for 
census data. For the census round 2001, there was not enough common ground for a Council Direc-
tive. The present Community Programme for Population and Housing Censuses in 2001 consists of 
Guidelines and a Table Programme approved by the Statistical Programme Committee as a «Gentle-
man’s agreement » in November 1997. Applicant countries and many other PHARE countries have 
participated as observers in the preparation of the present Community Census Programme. As you 
will soon see in the presentation of Eurostat, the applicant countries have the will and readiness to 
produce census data in their 2001 round of censuses according to the Community Census Table Pro-
gramme at a higher level of availability as the Member States. In this respect, the enlargement does 
not seem to cause any problems. 

Finally, let us turn to the general theme of this seminar. While most of the EEA and applicant countries 
are preparing to carry out their censuses within the next 9 months, it is definitely too early to look at 
the experiences of the present census round. But it definitely is not too early to look at the next – 2010 
round of censuses. That is why the theme is « Censuses beyond 2000 ». 

There are several pressures, which push towards fundamental changes in census methods and even 
in the very concept of censuses, as mentioned by Mr. Champsaur. The total cost of census taking is 
growing to the point that it becomes an intolerable burden on government budgets. At the same time, 
users become more and more critical of the lack of timeliness of the final census data. In addition to 
this, as the date of the census draws closer, the topics of response burden, inconvenience caused to 
the respondents, matters of confidentiality and the question – « to be – or not to be » - response by 
obligation or response through free will – are always « looming in the air » as potential sources of 
negative publicity issues in the mass media and among the general public. This time, however, no 
such big confrontation seems to be brewing within the Union. 

These pressures - and possibilities created by technological change - have caused countries to seek 
new solutions. Some countries have started to replace census data collection by using existing admin-
istrative data and registers, some countries have sought means to increase the cost-efficiency of the 
traditional census through automation of processes and use of sampling, some countries have tried to 
find entirely new ways or combinations of different approaches (using internet, handheld computers 
etc.). 

Eurostat has been well aware of these pressures and has introduced into its working programmes 
modules, which aim to improve the capability of member countries to meet these challenges. Using 
administrative data for statistical purposes is one of these areas where Eurostat has increased its 
activity. 

It is important to support these different approaches, because they often reflect national circumstances 
and the scope allowed by the infrastructure of individual countries. On the other hand, it is important to 
retain and even improve the comparability of census results between countries. 

I also hope that this seminar will enjoy successful proceedings during the next two days and that it will 
provide us with some clear and useful pointers for our future work with censuses. 

Welcome again. 

Thank you 


